
 

  

Sustainable Investing in Emerging Markets 
Putting Smart Capital to Work to Maximise Impact and Returns 

The Sheraton Park Lane, London, 17 October 2017 

The United Nations estimates that reaching the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in emerging 

markets will cost approximately US$3.9 trillion per year, and assumptions based on current investment 

levels and private sector participation leave an estimated financing gap of US$2.5 trillion annually. Long-

term private capital investors are thoughtfully considering the benefits and consequences of their emerging 

market portfolios, and increasingly focusing on creating value and scalable impact through sustainable 

business practices. Impact investing has emerged as key to closing the SDG financing gap and the most 

promising approach to providing financial returns above investor hurdle rates. Fund managers and 

institutional investors alike are measuring, evaluating and defining their impact across varied axes. As 

sustainable investment continues to be high on the agenda with data beginning to link impactful outcomes 

to significant commercial returns, this event brings together key industry stakeholders to address key 

concerns and share best practices. 

 

Our industry-leading speakers and panellists will draw on personal experience, citing challenges and 

outlining solutions, including those demonstrated through case studies of recent investments. The agenda 

also offers the opportunity for attendees to join round table discussions, led by current investors, focussing 

on impact investment sectors such as healthcare, agriculture, education and energy. The Summit will also 

look to the future by examining how evolving investor sentiment, driven in part by the rise of the millennial 

generation and influenced by international agreements such as the Paris Climate Accord and the UN SDGs, 

will shape investment decisions. Attendees will include investors across the private capital spectrum, 

including family offices, foundations, endowments, development finance institutions, sovereign wealth 

funds and fund managers, seeking to better understand the financial/social implications of sustainable and 

impact investing.  

 

The EMPEA Institute will also once again present the popular Sustainability and Operational Excellence 

Challenge. The top three fund manager finalists from the EMPEA Institute’s Sustainability and Operational 

Excellence Challenge will present case studies of portfolio company investments that demonstrate 

outstanding sustainable impact from an operational, environmental, social and governance perspective. 

Members of the audience will vote on the winner of the Challenge, who will be announced live at the 

Summit. 

 

8:00am  Limited Partners Breakfast (By Invitation Only/Co-Hosted with EMPEA and PRI)  

8:00am  Registration and Networking  

9:00am  Opening Remarks from Financial Times & EMPEA Co-Chairs  

 

Robert Petty, Chairman, EMPEA (confirmed) 

 Javier Espinoza, Private Capital Correspondent, Financial Times (confirmed) 
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9:05am Keynote Address: How Can We Take Sustainable Investing to Scale? 

 

 Arif Naqvi, Founder and Group Chief Executive Officer, The Abraaj Group 

(confirmed) 

Interviewer: Jonathan Wheatley, Deputy Emerging Markets Editor, Financial Times 

(confirmed) 

 

9:50am  Keynote Address: Long Range Sustainable Planning: Assessing Risk in Emerging 

Markets 

 What will the world be like in 2035?  

 What global risks must world leaders and policymakers understand? 

 What imminent actions must be taken to ensure that the world of 2035 is a safe and 

prosperous one? 

Dr. Matthew J. Burrows, Director, Atlanta Council’s Strategic Foresight Initiative and 

Author, The Future, Declassified: Megatrends That Will Undo the World Unless We Take 

Action (confirmed) 

 

10:15am  Panel Discussion: Decoding the Elements of Sustainable Investing and Making the 

Case for Value Creation  

 

 What are the approaches covered under sustainable investing and how do investors 

articulate sustainable vs. impact investing? 

 What are the implications of the SDGs for impact investors? 

 What are the active strategies for value creation in emerging markets private equity 

investing? 

 How is an improvement in ESG issues translating into a higher exit premium? 

 What is key to structuring private equity investments to manage financial trade-offs 

within an emerging markets portfolio? 

 How can you maximize the opportunities to boost both financial and sustainable 

performance? 

 

Speakers: 

 Jane Nelson, Senior Fellow and Director of Corporate Responsibility Initiative, 

Harvard Kennedy School (confirmed) 

 Shami Nissan, Head, Responsible Investment, Actis (confirmed)  

 John McKinley, Director, Impact Investing, BlackRock (confirmed) 

 Philip Ripman, Senior Analyst and Portfolio Manager, Storebrand Asset 

Management (invited) 

 

Moderator: Simoney Kyriakou, Content Plus Editor, FTAdviser (confirmed) 

 

11:00am  Networking and Refreshment Break 
 

11:30am  Panel Discussion: LP Panel: Insights, Perceptions and Priorities  

 What are LPs looking for from GPs in emerging markets?   

 How do LPs view the current level of GP reporting on financial returns and ESG?  

 What are the current LP priorities when seeking sustainable and impact 

opportunities?  
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 How do LPs see sustainable investments evolving in emerging markets? 

 Perceptions of those looking to invest and case study examples of current 

investments  

  

Speakers: 

 Bonny Landers, Head of SRI Investments and Family Governance, Sandaire 

Investment Office (confirmed) 

 Silva Deželan, Director of Sustainability, Robeco Private Equity (confirmed) 

 Anna Snider, Managing Director and Head of Due Diligence, Global Wealth and 

Investment, Merrill Lynch (confirmed) 

 

Moderator: Andrew Jack, Editor, Curated Content; Head of Aggregation, Financial 

Times (confirmed) 

 

 

12:15pm      Panel Discussion: How Investors Can Use SDGs to Measure Impact 

 How can investors measure impact to align capacity, teams and strategies to the 

SDGs, and how to best assess alignment? 
 What should be measured and at what stage of the investment phase?  

 What are the challenges with the main tools, techniques and roles adopted in 

measuring impact?  

 How to develop benchmarks that quantitatively measure impact and contribution to 

the SDGs? 

 How can practical, thoughtful impact measurement and management mitigate SDG-

washing?  

 

Speakers: 

 Vikram Raju, Executive Director and Portfolio Manager, Morgan Stanley AIP 

(confirmed) 

 Kito De Boer, Managing Partner, The Abraaj Group (confirmed) 

 Jeremy Oppenheim, Founding Partner, Systemiq (confirmed) 

 Alex Macgillivray, Director, Development Impact, CDC Group (confirmed) 

 

Moderator:  
     Javier Espinoza, Private Capital Correspondent, Financial Times (confirmed) 

 

1:00pm  Lunch  

2:00pm  Research Presentation: The Case for Coordinated Engagement 

Elroy Dimson will reveal the first findings from a detailed study of global engagements 

with investee companies in order to determine how best to achieve impact as a 

responsible investor. The fundamental question he and his colleagues have been 

researching is this: Is it better for responsible shareholders to engage with companies 

individually or collaboratively with other concerned investors? 

Findings are derived from exclusive access to PRI’s platform for coordinated 

engagements, reflecting over 1800 engagements spanning some 50 different countries 
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and detailed information on the investors who are coordinating their efforts under the PRI 

umbrella.  

 

Presenter: 

 

 Elroy Dimson, Professor of Finance and Chairman of the Centre for Endowment 

Asset Management, Cambridge Judge Business School and former Professor and 

Governor, London Business School (confirmed) 

 

2:30pm   Working Roundtables  

The working roundtables are small group discussions designed to allow attendees to 

discuss in detail a particular topic. Held under Chatham House rule to encourage an open 

debate, delegates will be pre-assigned to a discussion group. Delegates will have the 

opportunity to rank their preferred discussion topics and will also have the opportunity to 

submit their preferred discussion points as guidance for the facilitator. 

Discussion leaders will then present to the plenary audience a summary report of the 

topic and main takeaways from each group discussion. 

Roundtable One: Opportunities and Trends in Healthcare – How to Achieve 

Scalable Impact 

Facilitator: 
Geoffrey Burgess, Partner, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP (confirmed) 

 

Roundtable Two: Managing Emerging Risks – Gender and Diversity, Human 

Rights and Cybersecurity 

Facilitators: 
Anna Snider, Head of Due Diligence, Global Wealth and Investment, Merrill Lynch 

(confirmed) 

 

Roundtable Three: Rethinking Energy: Renewables and Climate Change 

Facilitator:  

Edward Baker, Senior Policy Advisor, PRI (confirmed) 

 

Roundtable Four: Agriculture - Identifying opportunities for value creation 

Facilitator: 

Hany Assaad, Chief Portfolio and Risk Officer, Avanz Capital (confirmed)  

2:30 pm – Introduction to the format and introductions to roundtable participants 

2:35 pm – Topic Discussion 

3:15 pm – Summarise / Identify top takeaways 

3:20 pm – Roundtables conclude 

 

3:20pm  Roundtable Reports 

Discussion leaders will present to the audience a summary report of the topic and the 

main takeaways from each group discussion. 
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3:35pm  Networking and Refreshment Break  

 

3:45pm  DFIs on the Evolution of the Impact Investing Market 
 

 As impact investing is mainstreamed in pursuit of the SDGs, how can philanthropic 

and DFI capital crowd in other commercial private capital sources? 

 How must the impact investor base evolve for impact investing to achieve and 

maintain scale? 

 How much intentional alignment should there be between different types of investors 

or partners so as to bring together complementary skills, risk appetite and investment 

instruments?   

 What concerns can arise due to a dependence on DFI anchor capital and how to best 

mitigate these risks?  

 

Speakers: 

 Maria C. Kozloski, Global Head and Chief Investment Officer, Private Equity 

Funds, International Finance Corporation (IFC) (confirmed) 

 Sara Taylor, Director and Head of DFID Impact Fund, CDC Group, plc (confirmed) 

 Lars Zimmermann, Vice President, DEG (confirmed) 

 Ryan Brennan, Vice President, Office of Investment Policy, Overseas Private 

Investment Corporation (OPIC) (confirmed) 
 

Moderator: Aliya Ram, Reporter, Financial Times (confirmed) 

 

4:30pm  Views from the Field: An Update from EMPEA’s ESG Member Community  

  Presenter:  

Shami Nissan, Head, Responsible Investment, Actis (confirmed) 

 

4:40pm  Sustainability and Operational Excellence Challenge  

The top three finalists from the EMPEA Institute’s Sustainability and Operational 

Excellence Challenge will present stories of private equity deals that produced an 

outstanding sustainable impact from an operational, environmental, social and 

governance perspective. 

  JUDGES PANEL FEATURED: 

Natasha Buckley, Manager, Investment Practices - Private Equity & Property, PRI 

Elroy Dimson, Cambridge Judge Business School, Professor, Chairman of Centre for 

Endowment Asset Management 

Josh Lerner, Chair, Entrepreneurial Management Unit, Jacob H. Schiff Professor of 

Investment Banking, Harvard Business School 

 

THE THREE FINALISTS ARE: 

 

EM3 AgriServices Pvt. Ltd. 

GP: Aspada Investment Advisors, an early-stage venture capital investor focused on India 

Represented by Kushal Agrawal, Partner & CFO, Aspada Investment Advisors 
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The Eranove Group 

GP: Emerging Capital Partners (ECP), a pan- African private equity firm focused on 

growth capital investments (ecpinvestments.com) 

Represented by Hurley Doddy, Managing Director, Founding Partner, and Co-CEO, 

Emerging Capital Partners (ECP)     

 

Luanda Medical Center 

GP: Vital Capital, an impact investment fund manager focused on Sub-Saharan Africa 

(vital-capital.com) 

Represented by Dan Schönfeld, Head of Finance, Vital Capital  

 

FACILITATOR: 

Natasha Buckley, Manager, Investment Practices - Private Equity & Property, PRI  

 

5:10pm  Sustainability and Operational Excellence Audience Voting and Award 

Presentation  

You decide. Audience members will vote on the most compelling case study presented 

and an award will be presented for the most outstanding and impactful private equity 

deal.  

 

5:20pm Chair’s Closing Remarks   
 

Javier Espinoza, Private Capital Correspondent, Financial Times (confirmed) 

  Robert van Zwieten, President and CEO, EMPEA (confirmed) 

5:30pm  EMPEA Members Reception  

Co-hosted by EMPEA, Financial Times and Sovereign Risk Insurance at No. 4 Hamilton 

Place. 

All Summit attendees are invited to attend. 

 


